For Dr Robert Lee historian, whose publications included the ground-breaking study, Unquiet Country: Voices of the Rural Poor 1820-1880 (2005) At this time specific parts of England became subject to natural disaster in a matter of hours. While they suddenly became visible to the gaze of the media, at the same time the haziness of the North was exposed. Television news reporters failed to distinguish Leeds from Hull; the location of other unfamiliar towns was gestured towards (rather than clearly signposted) by the expansive but somewhat evasive terms of 'Yorkshire' or 'the North'. Thus the North has tended to be taken for granted as an already knowable space. All of those so far involved in this project have shared the view that there is a need to challenge this position. Literary representations of the north of England have hitherto been overlooked or only discussed in passing in author-centred studies which tend to presume a biographical, privatized understanding of the northern experience. The Literary North explored in this collection is variously represented. It is a perplexing space designated as abject and infantilized, nostalgic and strange. It is also a moveable space whose borderlands serve to reflect on the strategic constructions at work and given greater power for their literary mediation. Social-Problem Novel (1996) , and late nineteenth-century British avant-garde movements in The British Avant-Garde (1991) . She has also edited a collection of nineteenth-century source documents which brings together contemporary materials on nineteenth-century social theory, economics, politics and aesthetics: The Victorian Age: An Anthology of Sources and Documents (1998, 2001) . In collaboration with Ian Small, she has published two studies of Oscar Wilde's writing practices, Oscar Wilde's Profession (2000) and Studying Oscar Wilde: History, Criticism, Myth (2006) . More recently they have co-authored The Routledge Concise History of Nineteenth-Century Literature (2011). She has published a variorum edition of Oscar Wilde's major critical writings as vol. IV in the Oxford English Text's Edition of The Complete Works of Oscar Wilde (2007) . She has also written an account of the disciplinary status of English studies, Politics and Value in English Studies (1993) . She returned to this topic, contributing a piece on the late nineteenth-century founding of the discipline to an essay collection on The Organisation of Knowledge in Victorian Britain (2005) . Jan Hewitt is a writer and researcher who until recently was a senior lecturer at Teesside University. She is a member of the editorial board for the Spatial Practices series of interdisciplinary cultural history texts, her own main interests being in issues of fiction, space and place in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
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Robert Lee , an expert in nineteenth-century regional history, was Lecturer at Teesside University. His main research interests lay in nineteenth-and twentieth-century regional history. His publications include Unquiet Country: Voices of the Rural Poor 1820 Poor -1880 Poor (2005 , Rural Society and the Anglican Clergy 1815-1914 (2006) and The Church of England and the Durham Coalfield 1810 -1926 (2007 . His essay is included here with the kind permission of his widow, Bev, and his sons Tom and Ben. Claire Warden is a Lecturer in Drama at the University of Lincoln, moving to the East Midlands in 2010 after a postdoctoral fellowship at the University of Edinburgh. She has published a number of articles in New Theatre Quarterly, Modern Drama, Comparative Drama and the International Journal of Scottish Theatre. Her first monograph, entitled British Avant-Garde Theatre (Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), explores the traditions of experimental, political drama in the UK from the Workers' Theatre Movement to the poetic theatre of Auden and Isherwood. She is currently working on a number of new projects on such varied topics as British theatrical responses to Iraq, performing the avant-garde archive and the northern city in Walter Greenwood's plays.
